Social Studies    5th Grade  Unit 8: America Since 1975   Lesson Guide

Chapter 13  Lesson 1: Challenges of the 1970s
· changes in the 1970s included two new Presidents and several new rights movements
The Nixon Years

· In ____________________, Richard Nixon was elected President

· His biggest success was improving the United States’ relations with the two largest communist countries: ______________________________________
· Nixon became the first U.S. President to visit China, he met with Chinese leader Mao Zedong
· Nixon traveled to the Soviet Union and signed an agreement to limit the number of nuclear weapons each country made

The Oil Crisis

· ___________, a war started in the Middle East—Egypt and Syria attacked Israel

· The U.S. was Israel’s ally during the war

· Oil producing countries supported Egypt and Syria—and punished the United States for helping Israel—they decided to produce much less oil, so the price went up, causing the price of gasoline and other fuels to go up too—called ____________
Nixon Resigns

· 1972, Nixon ran for reelection
· People working for him broke into the Democratic Party’s office in the Watergate building—they were caught stealing information

· Nixon resigned as President and Gerald Ford took over as President

A Time of Change

· Women, farm workers, American Indians, and other groups worked for ________________________________
· Men were usually paid more than women for the same kind of work

· Businesses hired men instead of women, even though the women who wanted the jobs were just as qualified as the men

Women’s Rights

· National Organization of Women (NOW) worked hard to pass the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)—this amendment would have ____________________________________________________________
· The number of women serving in state legislatures doubled between 1975 and 1988

· By the late 80s, 40 out of 50 states required equal pay for men and women doing the same job

Other groups Seek Rights

· American Indians

· Most reservations did not provide good health care and education—had high unemployment

· They wanted the government to honor earlier treaties to ______________ the rights of Indians and honor their sacred lands

· 1970s—the government returned sacred land in New Mexico to the Taos Pueblo Indians, recognized Indian fishing rights in Washington State, and settled land claims in Alaska

· ____________________________—a person who moves from place to place to find work, mostly on farms

· ______________________________ and Dolores Huerta lead workers in a movement to force farms to improve working conditions
· Ralph Nader worked to protect consumers’ rights—he helped to create laws to improve the quality and safety of consumer products
The Carter Years

· Jimmy Carter (democrat from Georgia) became the _____th President, promising to end scandals in the government

· In 1978, he invited the leaders of Israel and Egypt to a meeting at Camp David in Maryland—they had been enemies for 30 yrs

· Carter got them to sign a _________________ agreement called The Camp David Accord
Economic Problems

· Carter tried to _____________ government spending and ____________ taxes—this did not solve problems of inflation
· Republican ___________________________ became President in 1980

· After Carter left office, he still worked for peace and human rights around the world and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002

Lesson 2: The 1980s     Reagan Becomes President

· Reagan _________________ taxes and government spending on many programs, while building a stronger government

Reagan’s Economic Ideas

· He wanted to spend _________ on government programs, because many of them didn’t work well

· He believed that a strong economy would help people more than government programs

· Reagan removed many government rules about what businesses could and could not do—removing the rules is called ___________________—which helped slow inflation

Military Spending

· The government spent more on the military to keep the U.S. safe during the Cold War
· The military spending created a deficit—the government spent _________ than it collected in taxes in that particular year. 

International Events

· The Soviet Union struggles in the 1980s

· They could not provide enough _______________, ______________, or ___________________ for most people

· They were spending a lot on military weapons to compete with the U.S.

· Mikhail Gorbachev became the leader in 1985

· He slowed down the arms race and tried to build a better relationship with the U.S.

The Cold War Ends

· In 1987, Reagan and Gorbachev signed a treaty that ______________ the number of nuclear weapons each country had
· In 1988, George Bush was elected President (he was vice president for 8 yrs before that)

· The communist governments were becoming weaker and fell from power in Europe—the biggest representation of this was when the Berlin Wall came down

· The Soviet Union also fell and split into independent countries—the cold war was over

The Persian Gulf

· Saddam Hussein, the leader of Iraq, invaded Kuwait in 1990

· He wanted to capture the country’s oil fields

· Bush asked the United Nations (UN) to form a coalition to stop Iraq

· The coalition was at war with Iraq for ___ weeks—The Persian Gulf War

Lesson 3: Life in the 1990s   Clinton’s Presidency

· Clinton wanted the government to improve the economy and settle conflicts around the world

· In 1992, Bill Clinton was elected President—he told the people the government should focus on the __________________ now that the Cold War was over

Clinton’s Economic Ideas

· He believed that one function of the government was to use social programs to help people
· The deficit from the 80s made it hard to fund programs—he asked for small increases in spending for _____________, health care, and other public services

· Inflation stayed low and more people were working, the government was able to collect more taxes—this created a ___________________—money left over after collecting taxes and paying for everything

World Events

· In 1998, Clinton helped with peace talks to end conflicts between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland.  

· He also helped with conflicts in the Middle East

· In 1990s, the U.S. also helped to in conflict in the Balkan region as Yugoslavia split apart

Clinton Impeached

· Clinton was reelected in 1996
· Conflict arose when he was accused of lying in court—the House of representative voted to ______________________ him

· He was the second President to be impeached, he was found not guilty of at his trial

A Changing Economy

· During 1990s, longest period of economic growth, it lasted for 10 years
· People had more income to save, spend, and invest

· _____________________________ boosted economy

· Bill Gates developed computer programs to use in homes, classrooms, and businesses

· Marc Andreesen made it possible for people to view websites in the _____________________—it links computers around the world with each other

New Technology

· People used there personal computers to shop, send e-mails, and get information of all kinds

· High-tech businesses develop or use the most recent knowledge and equipment

· Computers play a big role in businesses—they make production ____________, ________________, and _______ expensive

Changes in Jobs

· In the 1990s the number of service jobs increased and the number of manufacturing jobs decreased

· Computers helped businesses produce _________ goods with _________ workers

· Many companies moved over seas to make things at a _______________ cost

· Farmers used more machinery

· People with more education benefited most 

A Connected World

· Technology, transportation, and trade have helped create a world where countries depend on one another
· Transportation and communication can happen much quicker that previous years due to advances in _______________________
Transportation and Trade

· Better communication and transportation have increased trade among nations

· Trade between individuals or countries is called _______________________
· Every year, leaders from the United States, _______________, France, _________________, Germany, Britain, _________________, and Russia meet to discuss many issues, including trade—this group is known as the Group of 8  or ________
Trade Agreements

· Free-trade agreement is a treaty designed to increase trade by _____________________ taxes or tariffs

· When trade increases, the economy of each nation usually becomes ____________________
· 1994, the United States, Canada, and Mexico started the North American Free Trade Agreement or NAFTA
· NAFTA removed almost all taxes on goods traded among the countries

Lesson 4: Twenty-First Century Begins     The 2000 Election

· People celebrated the beginning of a new millennium—a period of 10 centuries, or 1,000 years

· 2000 election was close between Al Gore and George W. Bush
Popular versus Electoral Votes

· There are two steps in a presidential election: 

· The popular vote is the vote of the __________________
· The _________________________________ is made up of representatives, called electors, from each state who vote for the President and Vice President

· If they win the popular vote they get all of the state’s electoral votes

· They must win the Electoral College vote to win the election

· Florida was a close state for both popular and electoral college vote in 2000, the courts eventually declared Bush the winner

· In 2004, Bush ran again, however, it was clear this time that he had won the state of Florida

Attack on the Nation

· The terrorists attacks of September 11, 2001, started a new era for the people and government of the United States

· On September 11, 2001, several acts of _________________________ were carried out on the United States—this is the use of violence against ordinary people to achieve a political goal

· September 11, 2001:

· 4 planes: 2 planes into the World Trade Center buildings—they caught on fire and fell to the ground, 1 plane into the Pentagon, and 1 plane crashed in Pennsylvania
· Nearly 3,000 innocent people died

· Terrorist belong to a group in the Middle East—al-Queda

· Their leader was ________________________________
· They opposed the U.S. involvement in the Middle East

War in Afghanistan and Irag

· bin Laden was believed to be living in Afghanistan 

· the U.S. and other nations began a war with Afghanistan for hiding him and his followers

· In 2003, Bush believe that Saddam Hussein did not destroy weapons he was supposed to—in March 2003 the U.S. invaded Iraq

· The U.S. defeated Hussein and arrested the leader

· The U.S. stayed in Iraq to help build a new government

Chapter 14     Lesson 2: United States Today

A Nation of Immigrants

· Immigrants come to the U.S. from all over the world

· People come to the United States to escape poverty, make a better life, and/or look for political or religious freedom

· A ____________ is a person who escapes was or other danger and seeks safety in another country

· 1920s- laws were passed to limit immigration

· 1920s to 1960s most immigrants came from Europe or Mexico

· 1965 new laws allowed more people to come

· 1960s people tried to leave the communist country of Cuba

· 1980s refugees fled wars in El Salvador and Nicaragua

· Today almost 1/3 of the immigrants are Asian

Where immigrants settle

· Immigrants settle where other people from their home countries live, cities such as: Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago

· Many Cuban Americans have settled in Miami, which affects the politics, economy, and culture of the area

Many People, One Nation

· The United States is one nation made up of many people

· ______________was a refugee from Cuba who became the President of The Coca-Cola Company

· I. M. Pei is an immigrant from China who is a world famous architect
· Madeleine Albright immigrated from eastern Europe and became Secretary of State for Bill Clinton

· Daniel Inouye is the son of a Japanese immigrant and is the 3rd longest serving member in the Senate

Ethic Diversity

· The United States is the most religiously diverse country in the world
· Each individual brings talents, skills, and knowledge of the nation and each group adds its art, food, language, music and customs to the U.S. culture

· Bluegrass music was influenced by Scots-Irish

Our Common Heritage
· U.S. people all share democratic heritage

· _____________ is something that is passed down from one generation to the next

· The Unites States motto is: ______________ which means “out of many, one”

· A ___________ is a short statement that explains an ideal or a goal

· The U.S. motto reminds us that 13 colonies formed one country and now 50 states form one democratic nation

Lesson 3: Citizenship and Democracy

Citizenship

· Living in a democracy brings rights and duties

· People have rights and freedoms protected by law
· People can come from other countries, become citizens and vote—they go through the ____________—the process of becoming a citizen by learning the laws of the country and the rights and duties of citizens

Voting and Other Rights

· By voting, citizens help choose leaders and give direction

· You must be ___ to register to vote

· Citizens have the right to run for political office

· Right to speak freely

· Right to practice any religion

· Right to a fair trial in court

Voting Rights Amendments

· 15th Amendment gives voting rights to African American men
· ___ Amendment gives women the right to vote

· 23rd Amendment gives people who in Washington D.C. the right to vote in Presidential Elections

· 24th Amendment banned poll taxes

· ___ Amendment said everyone 18 years of age or older could vote

Citizens’ Responsibilities
· A responsibility is a duty that someone is expected to fulfill

· Must obey the laws—which helps build a safe community

· Pay taxes—helps pay for public goods and services

· Have to serve on juries in law courts and to vote

· Men over 18 have the responsibility of registering for the military

Responsibilities of Young People

· Must go to school

· Can _______—help other people without being paid

Preserving Democracy
· All citizens have a responsibility to be involved in the life of their communities and country

· People need to vote and stay informed about issues
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Need to Know

· All vocabulary

· The Camp David Accord- what was it? Who was involved?

· What led to the Persian Gulf War

· What happened on Sept. 11th and how did the U.S. respond?

· What was NAFTA

· What is “E Pluribus Unum” and what does it mean?

· Why was it important that the Berlin Wall fell?

· Why is the Bill of Rights important?

· What are some responsibilities of citizens

· Who are the G-8 countries and what do they decide?

· Who were the groups from the 1970’s that we studied and what were they fighting for?

